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supposed that there is no town, no province, which would
not most gladly consent to pay the King much more than
the neat revenue he at present obtains, if he would suffer
the inhabitants to assess themselves; taking care, how-
ever, continually to watch over the assessments, that the
magistrates and nobles might not oppress the people; or
for it to be imagined that the subject would not gain
three-fourths of the expenses of collecting, and would be
free of all those unworthy restraints which are at present
imposed upon them by the fiscal treasury.

It is also necessary to recollect that it is not here as
with us, where the body, the mass, of national wealth
is so great, because of the excellence of the soil and the
climate, the correspondence between the provinces, etc.,
etc., that we may cut as close as we will, provided we
do not erect kilns to burn up the grass; and that in
France the expenses of collecting only need be diminished;
that no other relief is necessary; nay, that we may still
prodigiously increase the load, provided that load be well
poised. Here, two or three provinces at the utmost ex-
cepted, the "basis is so narrow and the soil so little
fruitful, so damp, so impoverished, that it is only for
tutelary authority to perform the greatest part of all
which can reconcile Nature to this her neglected offspring.
The division of the domains itself, an operation so pro-
ductive of every kind of resource, requires very powerful
advances; for the farmer's stock and the implements of
husbandry are, perhaps, those which, when wanting, the
arm can least supply.

Independent of this grand point of view, we must not
forget THE MILITARY POWER, whichmust here be respected,
for here there are neither Alps nor Apennines, rivers
nor seas, for ramparts; here, therefore, with six millions
of inhabitants, Government is desirous, and, to a certain
point, is obliged, to maintain two hundred thousand men
in arms. In war there are no other means than those of
courage or of obedience, and obedience is an innate idea
in the SERF peasant; for which reason, perhaps, the
grand force of the Prussian army consists in the union
of the feudal and military systems. Exclusive of that vast
consideration, which I shall elsewhere develop, letnot then
